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A MESSAGE FROM THE
INCOMING PRESIDENT:
NEIDY PINUELAS
Welcome to a new year with IRWA Chapter 1! I am
honored to step into the role of President and to
continue a leadership journey built on service,
collaboration, and commitment to our professional
community. Thank you for the trust placed in me—I look
forward to working alongside each of you as we
advance education, connection, and excellence within
our chapter.

This year, we extend our deepest gratitude to outgoing
President Julie Del Rivo for her exceptional leadership.
She has devoted 24 years to public service as Assistant
Chief Counsel for Caltrans, championing real property,
environmental law, and the complex landscape of
eminent domain.

Under her guidance, IRWA Chapter 1 has strengthened
collaboration, expanded member engagement, and
reinforced our shared commitment to professional
development. She has shown us that public service is a
calling—one grounded in integrity, courage, and
optimism.

Thank you, Julie Del Rivo, for your unwavering dedication
and the lasting impact you have made on our chapter.

HONORING OUTGOING PRESIDENT – JULIE DEL RIVO

• President‑Elect: Alana Edwards

• Treasurer: Cheryl De Mucci

• Secretary: Steven Johnson
These leaders bring valuable experience, enthusiasm,
and dedication to IRWA’s mission. Together, we look
forward to building upon the strong foundation
established over the years.

WELCOMING OUR INCOMING EXECUTIVE BOARD

OPEN OPPORTUNITIES TO VOLUNTEER
We currently have openings for:

• Engineering Chair

• Environmental Chair

• Transportation Chair
Members interested in co‑chairing an existing
committee are also welcome—co‑chairing offers an
excellent opportunity to learn and contribute.

If you’re interested, please contact the current President
for details on responsibilities and next steps.

continued on next page

• Bill Larsen – Professional Development

 • Dionisio Marquez – Newsletter

 • Jonathan Quan – Educational

 • Diane Dominguez – Membership

 • Sarah Riggs – Young Professional

 • Janelle Parra – Public Agency

 • Mike Yoshiba, Esq. – Legal

 • April Harvey – Oil & Gas

 • Ann Kulikoff – Pipeline

 • Ray Mehler – Project Management

 • Dionisio Marquez – Relocation

 • Bill Larsen – Utilities

 • Paul Norlen – Asset Management

 • Julie Del Rivo – Nominations & Awards

 • Joyce Riggs – Chair, Fall Seminar

 • Paul Norlen – Co‑Chair, Fall Seminar

 • Nicole Galvez – Chair, Valuation Seminar

 • Sarah Riggs – Social Media

 • Robby Riggs – Luncheon Coordinator

COMMITTEE CHAIRS &
BOARD MEMBERS

Thank you all for your continued
dedication and service to Chapter 1. Your
commitment is the foundation of our
success. We are delighted to welcome our
new chairs and look forward to the fresh
perspectives and energy you will bring to
our team.



THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
IRWA Chapter 1 extends heartfelt appreciation to our sponsors—past, present,
and future. Your generosity makes it possible for us to continue offering
high‑quality educational luncheons, seminars, networking events, and
member programs.

We are deeply grateful for our sponsors’ ongoing commitment and look
forward to continuing these partnerships to bring valuable programming to
our members.

New location (LA Metro), Mulholland Conference Room
One Gateway Plaza, Los Angeles, CA 90012

LUNCHEONS

AUGUST 12 
(PAST PRESIDENT’S 

LUNCHEON)

SEPTEMBER 23

NOVEMBER 18

Quiet Canyon
Montebello, CA

October 13, 2026

UPCOMING FALL SEMINAR

YOUNG
PROFESSIONALS EVENT

Wayfair Hotel
Downtown Los Angeles

October 1, 2026

2026

This coming year brings tremendous opportunity:

 • To educate

 • To collaborate

 • To innovate

 • To strengthen our chapter

LOOKING AHEAD

UPCOMING EVENTS & EDUCATIONAL LUNCHEONS

2027

LUNCHEONS

FEBRUARY 17

APRIL 14

JUNE 16

TENTATIVE

JANUARY 6
UTILITIES COMMITTEE
VIRTUAL EDUCATION

MARCH 3
IRWA CHAPTER 1/SCCAI

JOINT LUNCHEON

MAY 5
VALUATION SEMINAR

The work we do matters—not only for our profession, but for the
communities who rely on thoughtful, ethical right‑of‑way leadership. Thank
you for your dedication and continued support.

I am honored to serve as your 2026/2027 Chapter 1 President. 

Neidy Pinuelas, SR/WA, RW-RAC, RW-URAC



Neidy Pinuelas

PRESIDENT

Alana Edwards
PRESIDENT ELECT

2026-2027 CHAPTER 1
EXECUTIVE BOARD

Steven Johnson
SECRETARY

Cheryl De Mucci
TREASURER



MY EXPERIENCE AT THE IRWA
CONFERENCE 2026 IN OMAHA, NEBRASKA

The 2026 International Right of Way Association
(IRWA) Annual Conference in Omaha, Nebraska,
was an exceptional opportunity to connect with
industry professionals, expand my knowledge,
and gain valuable insights into the evolving
landscape of right-of-way, land acquisition, and
infrastructure development. As a Land & Right-
of-Way professional, attending this conference
reinforced the importance of collaboration,
innovation, and continuous learning within our
field.

From the moment I arrived in Omaha, I was
impressed by the city's welcoming atmosphere
and strong sense of community. The conference
brought together professionals from across North
America and around the world representing a
wide range of disciplines, including land
acquisition, relocation assistance, valuation,
project management, engineering, public
agencies, utilities, and transportation
organizations.

Connecting, Learning, and Growing in the Right-of-Way Profession

One of the most rewarding aspects of the
conference was participating in educational
sessions led by industry experts. Topics ranged
from emerging regulatory requirements and
infrastructure expansion to negotiation
strategies, stakeholder engagement, and best
practices in project delivery. These sessions
provided practical knowledge and valuable
perspectives that can be directly applied to the
challenges we face in today's right-of-way
environment.

EDUCATIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

One of the conference's greatest strengths was
the variety of networking opportunities available
to attendees. These events created an
environment where professionals could build
relationships, exchange ideas, and strengthen
connections within the right-of-way community. 

I especially enjoyed attending the Young
Professionals Networking Event, where it was
great to reconnect with colleagues and friends
while also meeting new professionals from
across the industry. Another memorable
experience was the networking event held at
Omaha's Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium. 

I also appreciated the Canadian Networking
Event, which offered a fun and relaxed
atmosphere complete with live music. The
conference concluded on a high note with the
80s-themed Gala. Attendees embraced the
theme by dressing in their best 1980s-inspired
outfits, creating a fun and energetic atmosphere. 

MEANINGFUL NETWORKING
EVENTS

INDUSTRY ENGAGEMENT AND
LEADERSHIP PARTICIPATION
In addition to attending educational sessions and
networking events, I participated in the
International Committee Meeting, where
discussions focused on strengthening
international collaboration, expanding member
engagement, and supporting the global growth
of the profession. 

An important aspect of these meetings involved
member voting and organizational decision-
making, allowing attendees to actively
participate in shaping the future direction of the
Association. Being involved in this process
reinforced the value of member engagement
and the collective responsibility we share in
supporting the continued success and growth of
IRWA.

KEY TAKEAWAYS
One of my biggest takeaways from the
conference was the importance of adaptability.
As infrastructure needs continue to grow and
evolve, right-of-way professionals must remain
informed, flexible, and prepared to address
changing regulations, stakeholder expectations,
and project demands.

Equally important was the reminder that the
strength of our profession lies in the relationships
we build. Whether through educational sessions,
networking events, committee meetings, or
informal conversations, the conference
demonstrated the value of connecting with
others who share a commitment to excellence in
the right-of-way industry.

I am grateful for the opportunity to attend the
2026 IRWA Annual Conference and look forward
to applying what I learned to future projects. The
experience strengthened my professional
knowledge, expanded my network, and
reinforced my commitment to supporting the
continued growth, collaboration, and success of
the right-of-way profession.

written by
Alana Edwards, President Elect

Region 1 Presidents and VPs



MEMBER SPOTLIGHTMEMBER SPOTLIGHT
How long have you been a member of
IRWA?
21 years

What’s your background?
I'm originally an aerospace engineer,
which is what brought me to SoCal. When
the US won the Cold War, I was still pretty
young and chose to reinvent myself into
the IT business. Along the way I met one of
the owners of Epic Land, who recruited
me into right of way. I love working in this
space between engineers and attorneys,
with appraisers, title officers and
surveyors thrown into the mix to keep
things really interesting.

What has IRWA done for you, or what
does it mean to you?
First, it gave me the education I needed to
quickly finish my pivot from IT to ROW.
And that gave me the basic knowledge to
do the work and to receivegreat
mentorship along the way. Second, IRWA
has given me the environment to build an
excellent network throughout the
profession. I love it when my current
employer, managed by engineers, has a
potentially difficult question and I can
either quickly answer the question, or
know who to call for an answer. And third,
it means much to be able to approach my
professional association with a personal
approach that is rooted in friendship,
honesty and integrity. 

What do you enjoy most about being
part of IRWA?
I enjoy the people. We're a talkative and
nerdy bunch making our livings in our
small, unique community. When I pivoted
to right of way twenty-one years ago, I
witnessed that Epic's owners had a
personal relationship with their
professional association—something I had
never seen in engineering or IT. IRWA is
very special.

RAY MEHLER – SR/WA, PMP

Tell us about your current role and
organization.
I wear three hats in right of way. I serve on
IRWA's International Executive
Committee, where I am currently the
International Treasurer. My regular job is
with LA County Sanitation Districts where
I am a Real Property Agent, acquiring
temporary rights to support construction,
acquiring permanent rights from other
agencies, managing over $8 million
annual lease revenue, developing
commercial leases, and providing
research for asset management
decisions. And I work part-time for my
own firm providing acquisition,
relocation, and project and program
management.

What do you see as the biggest
opportunities facing the right of way
profession today? 
I see huge opportunities for incoming and
mid-career IRWA members to develop
their professional skills. The International
Professional Education Committee has
been aggressively updating, rewriting and
developing new courses for the past
several years, giving us members current
courses and new courses responsive to
changes in the right of way profession.
Examples of new courses include the
three-part series for right of way project
management: C306 Project Mgt Basics
(August 11), C307 Project Mgt Applications
(Pilot on August 27) and C308 Case
Studies (in development). Coming soon
are courses in Acquisition for Electrical
Distribution, Rail Transportation, and
Acquisition for Pipeline Projects. IRWA is
also moving more courses to on demand
format to make our education more
accessible. All of these improvements are
made possible by generous grants from
the Right of Way International Education
Foundation (RWIEF).

What challenges do you think the
industry will need to address in the
coming years?
Adapting to the changes underway from
Artificial Intelligence. We can see already
that AI enables right of way professionals
to draft better conveyance documents
and agreements with less initial legal
support, although final legal review
remains critical. AI is also showing itself a
helpful research tool to learn the current
state of the real estate market and to dig
up project, ownership and nonresidential
displacee details. While we cannot yet
trust AI's results implicitly, with
verification it can reduce our work time,
making us more productive.
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2026

Upcoming Course
Schedule*

*Notice:
All courses are subject to change,
locations on in-person classes to
be determined.

2027

August 25: SR/WA, SR/WA Study Session &
Comprehensive Exam (Virtual)

October 20: C-902, Property Descriptions 
(Virtual)

November 17 - 18: C-205, Bargaining Negotiations 
(Virtual)

December 15: C-403, Easement Valuation

January 12 - 13: C-502, Nonresidential Relocation
Assistance (Virtual)

February 9 - 11: C-421, Valuation of Partial Acquisitions

March 9 - 10: C-219, Introduction to Presentation,
Instruction, Facilitation (Downey)

April 13 - 14: C-801, United States Land Titles 
(Virtual)

May 11 - 12: C-501, Residential Relocation Assistance
(Virtual)

June 8 - 9: C-400, Principles of Real Estate Appraisal
(Virtual)



BEYOND
OUR
WALLS
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