
 

 

  

Change is continually around us – personal, family, professional, social, 
political, weather – all kinds of change.  The IRWA is no exception. The 
2014 Annual Conference in Hartford, Connecticut is the perfect avenue to 
come out and experience all the changes going on with IRWA. The IRWA 
is truly creating an international presence, establishing relationships in 
the Middle East, Asia, Africa, Russia, Canada and Mexico.  Representa-
tives from these newly expanding relationships are expected to be at the 
2014 Annual Conference, and this is your opportunity to meet and greet 
them.  I encourage everyone to look into this year’s conference and if at 
all possible plan on attending. 
 
On a more local note, Chapter 1’s leadership will be changing.  As has 
become tradition, the May luncheon is when we hold elections for the 
next fiscal year’s executive board and also when awards are issued for 
Professional of the Year, Large Employer of the Year, and Small Employer 
of the Year. The slate of officers identified by the Nominations & Awards 
Committee for the 2014-2015 fiscal year is as follows: 
 

 
 
 
 
 Secretary:        Ray Mehler 
 Treasurer:        Darryl Root 
 President Elect:        Norman Eke 

 
Any member in good standing may also elect to run from the floor.  
Should this occur, the individuals who are running for a challenged posi-
tion will be expected to make a statement addressing why he or she 
should be elected. 
 
Our next membership luncheon will occur on May 20, 2014 at 11:30 a.m. 
at Steven’s Steakhouse in the City of Commerce.  Please contact Lunch-
eon Chairperson, Jazmine Sunico at Jazmine.Sunico@ladwp.com for 
questions or to RSVP. 
 
This luncheon is always great fun and I look forward to seeing you all!  
 
Regards, 
 
Kenneth Stanberry 
President, IRWA Chapter 1 
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Please visit the chapter’s web site for IMPORTANT updates and event information: www.irwa-chapter1.org  

 For your calendar: 
 
 05/19/14— Advanced Business 

Relocation Assistance (Course #506) 

 05/20/14— Nominations and 

Awards Luncheon at Steven’s Steak-
house 

 06/12/14— Standards of Practice 

for the Right of Way Profession 
(Course #104) 

 06/13/14— Conflict Management 

(Course #213) 

 06/22/14— 60th Annual Interna-

tional Education Conference - Hart-
ford, CT 

President’s Message — Kenneth Stanberry, SR/WA 

mailto:Jazmine.Sunico@ladwp.com�


 

Visit us on the web www.irwa-chapter1.org for latest Chapter 1 news and announcements 
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No.   Title Coordinator  Instructor  

506 
Advanced Business 

Relocation Assis-
tance 

Darryl Root 
562-304-2000 

droot@opcservices.com 

Cecilia Melanson,  
R/W-RAC 

104 
Standards of Prac-
tice for the Right of 

Way Profession 

Vaughn Hosmann 
562-804-2861 

vhosmann@verizon.net 

Ralph C. Brown, 
SR/WA 

213 
Conflict Manage-

ment 

Ann Kulikoff 
714-624-3876 

kulikoa@yahoo.com 

Ralph C. Brown, 
SR/WA 

402 Income Valuation 

Ann Kulikoff 
714-624-3876 

kulikoa@yahoo.com 

Michael Lahodny, 
SR/WA 

Date 

May 19-
20, 2014 

Jun 12,            
2014 

Jun 13,            
2014 

Jul 8, 
2014 

Tom Hanley, P.E. 
Education Chair 

If you did not find the 
course you need to 

meet your professional 
education goals, we 
want to hear from 

you!.. 
Please contact Tom at 

(714) 394‐5648 
or 

tghlmh@me.com 

Join us on May 20, 2014 — Nominations and Awards 
Luncheon 

  For Instructors’ Bios, details, and updates visit www.irwa-chapter1.org  

Upcoming IRWA Chapter 1 Courses: Upcoming IRWA Chapter 1 Courses:  



 

Contact us today to share your expertise, announcements and experiences. Members would like to hear from you! 
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Visit us on the web www.irwa-chapter1.org for latest Chapter 1 news and announcements 
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Undocumented Immigrant is Eligible for Admission to the State Bar 

In re SERGIO C. GARCIA on Admission. 
(S202512-Filed 01/02/14) (In the Supreme Court of California) ** 

The California Committee of Bar Examiners (Committee) investigates the qualifica-
tions of attorneys applying for a license to practice law in California and certifies to 
the State Supreme Court the candidates it finds qualified for admission to the State 
Bar.  Mr. Sergio C. Garcia passed the bar examination and then applied for admis-
sion to the State Bar. In Mr. Garcia’s “moral character” application and statement, 
he identified that his immigration status was that of an undocumented immigrant.  
The question posed to the court was whether an undocumented immigrant may be 
properly admitted to the State Bar as a licensed attorney. 

BACK-STORY 

Mr. Garcia was born in Villa Jimenez, Mexico, on March 1, 1977.  When he was 17 
months old, his parents brought him to California, without inspection or documen-
tation by immigration officials.  He lived in California until 1986 (when he was nine 
years old) and then he and his parents moved back to Mexico.  In 1994, when Gar-
cia was 17 years old, he and his parents returned to California; again Garcia en-
tered the country without documentation.  At that time, Garcia’s father had ob-
tained lawful permanent resident status in the United States pursuant to federal 
immigration law, and on November 18, 1994, his father filed an immigration visa 
petition (form I-130 [petition for alien relative]) on Garcia’s behalf.  The petition was 
accepted by federal immigration officials on January 31, 1995.  Under federal im-
migration law, the visa petition provides Garcia with a basis to apply for adjustment 
of his immigration status to that of a lawful permanent resident when an immigrant 
visa number becomes available.  Under current provisions of federal immigration 
law, however, the number of available immigrant visas that may be issued each 
year is limited and is based upon an applicant’s country of origin.  Because the 
current backlog of persons of Mexican origin who are seeking immigrant visas is 
so large, as of the date of this opinion — more than 19 years after Garcia’s visa 
petition was filed — a visa number still has not become available for Garcia. 

Garcia  resided in California without interruption since 1994.  During this period of 
time, he graduated from high school, attended Butte College, California State Uni-
versity at Chico, and Cal Northern School of Law.  He received his law degree 
from Cal Northern School of Law in May 2009, and took and passed the July 2009 
California bar examination. 

Part of the State Bar’s attorney-licensing application process is a review and deter-
mination of an applicant’s moral character. Mr. Garcia identified in his application 
that he was not a United States citizen and that his immigration status was await-
ing consideration and approval.  The Committee conducted an extensive investiga-
tion of Garcia’s background and determined that Mr. Garcia possessed the requi-
site good moral character to qualify for admission to the State Bar. The Committee 
submitted Mr. Garcia’s application for the court’s consideration but brought to the 
court’s attention the fact that Garcia “does not have legal immigration status in the 
United States” and noted that, to its knowledge, “this is a case of first impression, 
as we are not aware of any other jurisdiction that has ever knowingly admitted an 
undocumented alien to the practice of law.”   
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By Michael F. Yoshiba, Esq. 
Richards Watson & Gershon, 
a Professional Corporation  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Part of the State Bar’s attorney-
licensing application process is a 
review and determination of an 

applicant’s moral character.  

Case of the Month: Case of the Month:  

In Mr. Garcia’s “moral character” 
application and statement, he 

identified that his immigration 
status was that of an undocument-

ed immigrant.   



 

Contact us today to share your expertise, announcements and experiences. Members would like to hear from you! 
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**The full court opinion is at 
http://www.courts.ca.gov/opinions/d

ocuments/S202512.PDF 

The court issued an order directing the Committee “to show cause before this 
court why its motion for admission of Sergio C. Garcia to the State Bar of Califor-
nia should be granted.” 

 ANALYSIS 

The first hurdle in the analysis was how a federal statute — section 1621 of title 8 
of the United States Code (hereafter section 1621) — would be applied to Mr. 
Garcia’s situation. The statute language prohibits an undocumented immigrant’s 
eligibility to obtain a professional license, but also contains a subsection expressly 
authorizing a state to render an undocumented immigrant eligible to obtain such a 
professional license through the enactment of a state law meeting specified re-
quirements. At that time there was no such state law. But before the court could 
issue a final decision, California passed legislation, signed by the Governor, re-
moving any obstacle federal statute section 1621 would otherwise have posed for 
admission of Garcia to the State Bar. 

Bus. & Prof. Code Section 6064(b) states: 

“Upon certification by the examining committee that an applicant who is not lawfully present in 
the United States has fulfilled the requirements for admission to practice law, the Supreme 
Court may admit that applicant as an attorney at law in all the courts of this state and may direct 
an order to be entered upon its records to that effect. A certificate of admission thereupon shall 
be given to the applicant by the clerk of the court.” 

At end, citing state constitutional authority, the new state law and Mr. Garcia’s back-
story, the court granted the Committee’s motion to admit Mr. Garcia to the State Bar.  



 

Visit us on the web www.irwa-chapter1.org for latest Chapter 1 news and announcements 
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Billy E. Cooper, SR/WA, R/W-NAC, and R/W-RAC is a native of South Carolina and 
was raised in the town of Lake City. He attended Albany State College in Georgia, grad-
uating with a degree in Business and Economics in 1977. Searching for adventure led 
him to a four-year commitment in the US Navy where he was assigned to a fighter 
squadron aboard the aircraft carrier (CV64) USS Constellation. 

Following military service, his Right of Way career path began with the taking and 
passing of the California statewide examination for Right of Way agents.  In September 
1988, he accepted the position of Caltrans Junior Right of Way Agent in District 07 Los 
Angeles, where he was assigned to the Relocation Assistance Department.  Not long 
thereafter, he joined Chapter 1 of the International Right of Way Association.  His belief 
has always been that for a person to be the consummate professional, that individual 
should secure and maintain membership within that profession’s governing body.  He 
received his SR/WA designation in 1998 and shortly thereafter added the R/W-NAC 
and the R/W-RAC designations. 

Over the last 25 ½ years, his career path within Caltrans Right of Way has included 
stints in the Relocation Assistance, Acquisitions, Property Management, Excess Land 
Appraisals and Utility Relocation Departments.  He has since returned to the Relocation 
Assistance Department, but this time as a Senior Right of Way Agent. 

Billy summed up his Right of Way career this way: 

“Right of Way is a profession that impacts most of our clients in ways that could be mi-
nor to extreme.  I’ve been asked “why do you like this line of work” and my reply in 
most instances:  (1) You must like people, and (2) There isn’t a better feeling than help-
ing a family or business find replacement properties whether its homes and businesses, 
and to have that family or business person tell you at the end of the process, ‘Thank you 
for your help during this most trying time in our lives.  Without your help we could have 
been homeless or out of business.’  If a person is looking for an all glory job, right of 
way isn’t the profession for them.  Sometimes we have to make decisions that negatively 
impact a family or business whereby they cannot find a replacement property.  Earlier 
in my career a mentor once conveyed to me ‘if a family or business invites me in to de-
liver my presentation, I feel very successful at that point. Each meeting is a building 
block for success, but in many instances negotiations break down due to external forces 
such as credit rating and economic downturns and project timing.’” 

Member Spotlight: Member Spotlight: Billy E. Cooper, SR/WABilly E. Cooper, SR/WA 

 
 

Right of Way is a profession that 
impacts most of our clients in ways 

that could be minor to extreme.   

 
 

Over the last 25 ½ years, his career 
path within Caltrans Right of Way 

has included stints in the Relocation 
Assistance, Acquisitions, Property 

Management, Excess Land Appraisals 
and Utility Relocation Departments.   

Billy E. Cooper, SR/WA,  
R/W-NAC, R/W-RAC  
Senior Right of Way Agent 
Caltrans District 07 



 

Contact us today to share your expertise, announcements and experiences. Members would like to hear from you! 
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Photos: Photos: January Luncheon — January 28, 2014 

Chapter 1 President, Kenneth Stanberry greets members at the Steven’s Steak House luncheon 

Luncheon Chair, Jazmine Sunico, taking care of members’ sign in at the January luncheon 



 

Visit us on the web www.irwa-chapter1.org for latest Chapter 1 news and announcements 
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Photos from January Luncheon — January 28, 2014 (continued) 

Kenneth Stanberry and  ASA and IRWA members networking at the luncheon 

PDC Chair and Committee Member, Marilyn Stuart and Michael Popwell, respectively, share exciting announcements with members 



 

Contact us today to share your expertise, announcements and experiences. Members would like to hear from you! 
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Photos from January Luncheon — January 28, 2014 (continued) 

Congratulations to new SR/WA ‘s of Chapter 1: Diane Dominguez, Mel Barosay, Natasa Lenic, Greg Tsujiuchi and Ray Mehler; pictured with Michael 

Marilyn Stuart with 2014 Chapter 1 Scholarship Awardees: Del Richardson and Vaughn Hosmann 

Popwell, Marilyn Stuart and Kenneth Stanberry (from left to right) 



 

Visit us on the web www.irwa-chapter1.org for latest Chapter 1 news and announcements 
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Photos from January Luncheon — January 28, 2014 (continued) 

President Elect, Theresa Armistead and Steven Dominguez preparing for raffle  



 

Contact us today to share your expertise, announcements and experiences. Members would like to hear from you! 
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Photos from January Luncheon — January 28, 2014 (continued) 

Members enjoying the presentation and making faces at the camera—nice one, Tom Hanley! 

Marilyn Stuart with 2014 Chapter 1  



 

Visit us on the web www.irwa-chapter1.org for latest Chapter 1 news and announcements 
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Photos from January Luncheon — January 28, 2014 (continued) 

Happy faces, good event 
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Contact us today to share your expertise, announcements and experiences. Members would like to hear from you! 
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Photos from January Luncheon — January 28, 2014 (continued) 

Board members Charles Thomas, Gary Valentine and David Graeler with Region 1 Chair, Vivian Howell 

Marilyn Stuart with 2014 Chapter 1 Scholarship Awardees: Del Richardson and Vaughn Hosmann 



 

Visit us on the web www.irwa-chapter1.org for latest Chapter 1 news and announcements 
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Photos from January Luncheon — January 28, 2014 (continued) 

IRWA Chapter 1 members catching up during and after the luncheon 

 



 

Contact us today to share your expertise, announcements and experiences. Members would like to hear from you! 
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Photos from January Luncheon — January 28, 2014 (continued) 

Luncheon keynote speaker, Lan Saadatnejadi, LACMTA was speaking about  LA Metro’s Highway Program 



 

Visit us on the web www.irwa-chapter1.org for latest Chapter 1 news and announcements 
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Photos from January Luncheon — January 28, 2014 (continued) 

More networking after the luncheon 



 

Contact us today to share your expertise, announcements and experiences. Members would like to hear from you! 
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Photos from January Luncheon — January 28, 2014 (continued) 

Luncheon Co-Chairs Jazmine Sunico and Steven Dominguez working tirelessly to make every event a great experience—thank you! 

 



 

Visit us on the web www.irwa-chapter1.org for latest Chapter 1 news and announcements 
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Photos from January Luncheon — January 28, 2014 (continued) 

Chapter 1 President, Kenneth Stanberry  and Vivian Howell, Region 1 Chair, discussing the  new Chapter logo and banner  

 



 

Contact us today to share your expertise, announcements and experiences. Members would like to hear from you! 
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Photos from January Luncheon — January 28, 2014 (continued) 

New SR/WA Greg Tsujiuchi wins one of the lovely raffle prizes donated by various Chapter sponsors 

 



 

Visit us on the web www.irwa-chapter1.org for latest Chapter 1 news and announcements 
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Photos from January Luncheon — January 28, 2014 (continued) 

Chapter 1 President Elect, Theresa Armistead shares some chapter  joy with the members by selecting raffle winners 

 



 

Contact us today to share your expertise, announcements and experiences. Members would like to hear from you! 
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Photos: Photos: March Luncheon — March 18, 2014 

Chapter 1 Secretary, Darryl Root, opens the luncheon and greets members in absence of Kenneth Stanberry and Theresa Armistead 



 

Visit us on the web www.irwa-chapter1.org for latest Chapter 1 news and announcements 
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Photos from March Luncheon — March 18, 2014 (continued) 

PDC Chair, Marilyn Stuart presenting a new SR/WA achievement certificate to Diana Knezevic—Congratulations, Diana! 

Luncheon speaker, Michael Mason, MAI presenting the latest USPAP Manual changes and the importance to be up to date  



 

Contact us today to share your expertise, announcements and experiences. Members would like to hear from you! 
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Photos from March Luncheon — March 18, 2014 (continued) 

 

The most important part of every luncheon—raffle winners! 



 

Visit us on the web www.irwa-chapter1.org for latest Chapter 1 news and announcements 
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Photos from March Luncheon — March 18, 2014 (continued) 

PDC Chair, Marilyn Stuart enjoying herself as she delivers raffle prize to an excited winner 



 

Contact us today to share your expertise, announcements and experiences. Members would like to hear from you! 
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Photos from March Luncheon — March 18, 2014 (continued) 

 

More raffle winners!  



 

Visit us on the web www.irwa-chapter1.org for latest Chapter 1 news and announcements 
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Photos from March Luncheon — March 18, 2014 (continued) 

Members enjoying a meal and catching up on the latest industry news 



 

Contact us today to share your expertise, announcements and experiences. Members would like to hear from you! 
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Photos from March Luncheon — March 18, 2014 (continued) 

 

Nice company and interesting speaker—another successful luncheon 



 

Visit us on the web www.irwa-chapter1.org for latest Chapter 1 news and announcements 
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Photos from March Luncheon — March 18, 2014 (continued) 

Members smiling for the camera as they listen to the luncheon presentation 



 

Contact us today to share your expertise, announcements and experiences. Members would like to hear from you! 
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Photos from March Luncheon — March 18, 2014 (continued) 

Members listen to the luncheon presentation and enjoy another wonderful steak  house lunch 
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Those who say it cannot 
be done should not inter-

rupt the person doing it. - 
Chinese Proverb   

Membership Update:Membership Update: 
 



 

Contact us today to share your expertise, announcements and experiences. Members would like to hear from you! 
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2013 – 2014 Officers and Executive Board  
President 
International Director 

Kenneth Stanberry, SR/WA 
Port of Los Angeles 

(310) 732-3525 kstanberry@portla.org 

President-Elect 
International Director 

Theresa Armistead 
 

(626) 260-1929 taarmistead@aol.com 

Treasurer Norman S. Eke 
Converse Consultants 

(626) 930-1260 neke@converseconsultants.com 

Secretary Darryl Root, JD, MBA, R/W-RAC 
Overland, Pacific & Cutler, Inc. 

(949) 951-5263 droot@opcservices.com 

Professional Development Marilyn Stuart, SR/WA, R/W-NAC 
Sanitation Districts of LA County  

(562) 908-4288 
ext. 2756 

mstuart@lacsd.org 

2013 – 2014 Appointed Committees (Alphabetically) 
Asset Management Jazmine Sunico 

LADWP 
(213) 367-0577 jazmine.sunico@ladwp.com 

Communication & Newsletter Editor Natasa Lenic, SR/WA, R/W-RAC 
LACAL Consulting, Inc 

(323) 951-9887                         
ext. 101 

nlenic@lacalconsulting.com 

Education Tom Hanley, P.E., SR/WA * 
 

(714) 394-5648 tghlmh@me.com 

Engineering/Surveying Art Cordero 
City of Los Angeles  

(213) 482-7179 apcor75a@gmail.com 

Environmental Norman S. Eke 
Converse Consultants 

(626) 930-1260 neke@converseconsultants.com 

Charles Thomas, SR/WA, Co-Chair 
Southern California Edison 

(626) 302-4186 charles.thomas@sce.com 

Michael F. Yoshiba, Esq, Co-Chair 
Richards Watson & Gershon 

(213) 626-8484 myoshiba@rwglaw.com 

Law Michael F. Yoshiba, Esq 
Richards Watson & Gershon 

(213) 626-8484 myoshiba@rwglaw.com 

Local Public Agency Kelly Kitasato, R/W-AMC 
City of Pasadena 

(626) 744-7356 kkitasato@cityofpasadena.net 

Luncheon  Jazmine Sunico, Co-Chair 
LADWP 

(213) 367-0577 jazmine.sunico@ladwp.com 

Steven Dominguez, Co-Chair 
LACMTA 

(213) 922-2728 dominguezs@metro.net 

Membership   Diane Dominguez, SR/WA, Co-Chair 
LACMTA 

(213) 922-5253 dominguezd@metro.net 

Charles Thomas, SR/WA, Co-Chair 
Southern California Edison 

(626) 302-4186 charles.thomas@sce.com 

Dionisio (Dio) Marquez, Co-Chair 
Del Richardson & Associates 

(310) 645-3729 
ext. 226 

dionisio.marquez@drainc.com 

Nominations & Elections  
 

David Graeler, Esq. * 
Nossaman LLP 

(213) 612-7800 dgraeler@nossaman.com 

Pipeline Gary Valentine, SR/WA, MAI * 
Valentine Appraisal & Associates 

(661) 288-0198 gsv@valentineappraisal.com 

Relocation   Dionisio (Dio) Marquez 
Del Richardson & Associates 

(310) 645-3729 
ext. 226 

dionisio.marquez@drainc.com 

Transportation Darryl Root, JD, MBA, R/W-RAC 
Overland, Pacific & Cutler, Inc. 

(949) 951-5263 droot@opcservices.com 

Utilities Manjione Mitchell 
Southern California Gas Company 

(213) 503-1791 mmitchell@semprautilities.com 

Valuation  William Larsen, SR/WA *, Co-Chair 
Integra Realty Resources—Los Angeles 

(818) 290-5428 wlarsen@irr.com 

Brad Thompson, SR/WA, Co-Chair 
Mason & Mason 

(818) 957-1881 bthompson@mason2.com 

Webmaster Konstantin Akhrem, SR/WA * 
Relocation Assistance Specialist 

(310) 617-0251 konstantin@irwa-chapter1.org 

Fall Conference   
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Members' NEWS Welcome. Chapter 1 members are welcome 
to submit articles of interest for publication in the Chapter's 
Newsletter. Technical articles may be subject to evaluation and/
or revision by the appropriate industry committee.  
 

Local Public Agencies are welcome to submit news releases, 
RFP/RFQ, and announcements relevant to the sphere of public 
real estate and right-of-way practices. Your news will be pub-
lished on the chapter’s  web site and/or this Newsletter.  

Members can easily update their contact information simply 
by sending it to Natasa Lenic, Communication Chair:  
 

nLenic@irwa-chapter1.org 
Tel (310) 720-9517  

Natasa will update the chapter’s distribution list and submit 
your new contact information to the IRWA Headquarters.  
 

Your computer may be showing old web 
pages of our web site from temporary 
files stored by your browser. To be sure 
you are viewing the current content, hit 
the “refresh” button in your browser. 

www.irwa-chapter1.org 

IRWA Chapter 1 - your valuable partner  
in the advancement of your career. 

 

Editor’s Corner:Editor’s Corner: 

   Join... 
                 Participate…  
                                           Grow... 

IRWA - Chapter 1 
IRWA Headquarters Address 

19210 S. Vermont Ave., Building A, Suite 100 
Gardena, CA 90248 

Phone: 310-538-0233 
www.irwaonline.org  
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