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Professional Development

Law: Case of the Month

2009 Education Calendar

Opportunities

Chapter 1’s Board Roster

1st Qtr. Luncheons & Seminars

= 1/27— Membership Lunch

= 3/24— Joint SCCAI
Membership Lunch

= 4/21—Valuation Seminar

= 5/19— R/W and the Law
Seminar

Luncheons are held at Stevens

Steakhouse and the Seminars

will be held at Quiet Cannon.

90-Day Look Course
Look Ahead

¢ C-100; February
2nd—4th (4-Days)

¢ C-200; March 9-10,
(2 Days)

¢ SR/WA Review
Study Session, April
1-3 (2 Day Instruc-
tion & 1 Day Testing)

¢ C-506; April 6-7 (2
Days)
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2009! Building on a Strong Foundation.

Vivian D. Howell, MBA, SR/WA, R/W-RAC, R/W-NAC
Chapter 1 President

Chapter 1 is the founding chapter of the Inter-
national Right of Way Association and we are
turning 75 years old in 2009! It is humbling
yet incredibly gratifying to know that our
Chapter is the foundation that IRWA is built
upon. It is because of our members and lead-
ership that Chapter 1 is even stronger today.

Our membership make-up is over 300 profes-
sionals working in the public and/or private
sectors of building roads, bridges, airports,
railroads, electrical and water facilities,
schools, government facilities and more. We
are project managers, engineers, environmen-

Allen Greer, MAI & Private Consult-
ant, addressing Wall Street and
Commercial Real Estate

talists, attorneys, surveyors, relocation and
acquisition agents, title specialists, and prop-
erty managers; if it has to do with infrastruc-
ture projects, then you will find a fellow mem-
ber associated in that discipline. Our founda-
tion is strong.

Your Board of Directors’ is working to ensure
that all members have the opportunity to learn
new skills and/or refresh some old ones by
offering educational courses and seminars
throughout the year. Visit your website at
www.irwa-chapter1.org to see what is sched-
uled. Working on a designation or certifica-
tion2 Here is your chance to fulfill a few re-
quirements. Both the Valuation and Fall Edu-
cational Seminars are offered and there is a
new seminar in May with case studies that
emphasizes Right of Way and Legal Counsel.
We are hoping that the spark to the economy
of a stimulus recovery package will equate to
new right of way projects and we want to
assist you in building on your strong founda-
tion.

If | may coin a phrase from IRWA President,
Faith Roland “[IRWA] is quietly doing good
and we are going to get louder about it.”

Gung hay fat Choy! (Happy New Year!)

th Meet our Distinguished Guest and Keynote Speaker

- o The Honorable Bernard Parks, Los
d Angeles City Councilmember , 8th
¥ District and Chair of the Budget &

Finance Resource Committee
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2008 Awards and Nominations Committee

The 2008 Awards and 2008 were Bryan Riggs, The categories are:

Nominations Committee MAI, SRWA, Gary Valen- . protessional of the

has b‘een ho":d at work tine, MAI, SRWA, Duncan Year

working behind the scenes Robb, SRWA, R/W-AMC,

with its difficult task of Holly Rockwell, SRWA, Small Employer of the
nominating individuals and R/W-RAC, and Tom Han- Year

employers for awards and ley, SRWA. » Large Employer of the
recognitions. Year, and

During the January 27th
Each member of the Com-  \\ompership Luncheon, the * Professional Service

mittee is a past Chapter 1 very deserving Awardees' Award.
President. Those commit- will be announced. Let's applauded all of the
ted to serving during nominees!

Welcome New CHAPTER 1 MEMBERS

Chapter 1 is proud to welcome new members to this chapter. Each month,
we continue to list those new members as their applications are completed,

sponsors are noted and approved by the Board of Directors. Please contact
the Membership Chair, Dan Kazden, at (805) 578-2400 X104

Updating your IRWA Membership Information is Easy and it Helps to Ensure That You Receive IRWA Mailings

Visit www.irwaonline.org

Highlight “Resources” in the upper right hand corner and then click on “Membership Directory”.

Click on Update Member Profile.

Enter your User Name and Password and click on Login. Your User Name is your membership number (contained on
your membership card and dues renewal notice) and the Password is your last name. The Password is case sensitive, so
be sure to capitalize the first letter and leave the rest of the letters in lower case.



http://www.irwaonline.org/�

Page 3

IRWA Chapter 1—Los Angeles-Bakersfield

Professional Development Committee (PDC)
CONGRATULATIONS!

NEW SR/WAS— Join your fellow members in celebrating the extraordinary achievement of the following Chapter 1 members,

who have earned IRWA's prestigious Senior Right of Way Agent professional designation and may proudly tout their SR/WA desig-

nation:

= Angela C. Wright, SR/WA, Metropolitan Water District of Southern California

= James L. Jacoby, SR/WA, Plains All American Pipeline, L.P.

= Kelly W. Nicholson, SR/WA, Department of Water and Power of the City of Los Angeles

Kelly, James and Angela, we thank you for your hard work, dedication and commitment in achieving this coveted designation.

2008 Chapter 1 Scholarship Awardee

= Linda Hamil, Los Angeles County Development Commission

To learn more about Chapter 1’s Scholarship Award and / or PDC’s individual Chapter 1 members’

mentoring program, which offer guidance in achieving your SR/WA Designation and/or R/W

Certifications, call anyone of the members below to start reaching your goals.

Chair Michael Popwell, SR/WA, Community Redevelopment Agency * 213.977.2620 Email mpopwell@cra.lacity.org

Co-Chair Gary Valentine, MAI, SR/WA, Valentine Appraisal & Associates * 661.288.0198 Email gsv@valentineappraisal.com

Co-Chair Gus Parcero, SR/WA, City of Los Angeles * 213.847.5592 Email augusto.pacero@lacity.org
Co-Chair Joyce Riggs, MAI, SR/WA, Riggs & Riggs, Inc. * 805.578.2400 Email jlriggs@sbcglobal.net

Co-Chair Vivian Howell, SR/WA, R/W-RAC, R/W-NAC, Los Angeles World Airports * 310.417.0450 Email vhowell@lawa.org

%X Program/Project Management
\\ \ Right of Way & Real Property Acquisition
Relocation Assistance

Appraisal/Appraisal Review

Property Management

«.a pattern of excelience Title Research/Due Diligence
1-888-899-7498

VW paragon-partners com

==ug

X Property Economics

Robert M. Lea, MAI
John J. Gobbell, Jr, MAT

1635 Pontius Avenue

Los Angeles, CA0025

(310) 477659 Fax: (310) 914-0249
E-Mail: info@leaassoc.com

- IRWA =
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* Preliminary budgeting for aternate project sites
» Acquisition appraisals

* Expert testimony

* Reuse market studies and appraisals

* Valuation of public real estate for financing or disposition
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Case of the Month
January 2009

“How Neutral Is Your Arbitrator2”
Agri-Systems, Inc. v. Foster Poultry Farms
Filed 12/01/08
Cite as 2008 SOS 6498
(California Court of Appeal, Fifth Appellate District)

by: Michael F. Yoshiba, Esq., Richards Watson & Gershon, a Professional Corporation

Agri-Systems, Inc. challenged the superior court’s decision confirming an arbitra-
tion award to Foster Poultry Farms (Foster Farms), contending the award should
have been vacated because the arbitrator violated his disclosure obligation.
Agri-Systems argued that the arbitrator was required to disclose his law firm’s
representation of Foster Farms, a company that owed the Agri-Systems over $3
million.

The court records demonstrated that (1) another attorney in the arbitrator’s law
firm represented Foster Farms at the beginning of a bankruptcy proceeding; (2)
Foster Farm'’s interests were adverse to Agri-Systems’ interests; (3) those adverse
interests resulted in litigation between Foster Farms and Agri-Systems; (4) the
arbitrator’s law firm had withdrawn from representing Foster Farms before the litigation between Foster
Farms and Agri-Systems began; and (5) the arbitrator was appointed in the present case a year and a half
after his firm's withdrawal as attorney of record for Foster Farms in its bankruptcy proceeding.

Neither the California Arbitration Act (CAA), the ethics standards for contractual arbitration, nor the cases
applying those provisions address specifically the disclosure of an arbitrator’s legal representation of a
third party who has an adversarial relationship with a party to the arbitration. The court concluded that the
applicable rule of law is the general requirement that a proposed neutral arbitrator “shall disclose all mat-
ters that could cause a person aware of the facts to reasonably entertain a doubt that the proposed neutral
arbitrator would be able to be impartial.” (§ 1281.9, subd. (a).)

Applying this general requirement to the facts and issue presented in this case under the deferential sub-
stantial evidence standard, the appellate court concluded that the superior court’s determination that disclo-
sure of the arbitrator’s Foster Farms relationship to Agri-Systems was not required and that the superior
court’s findings were supported by substantial evidence. The appellate court affirmed the judgment en-
tered in favor of Foster Farms.

Comment: The arbitrator (particularly an attorney) should have disclosed his law firm's past work against
Agri-Systems. Agri-Systems should have investigated the arbitrator more thoroughly to determine whether
the arbitrator’s firm was adverse to Agri-Systems in the past. But absent the additional disclosure and in-
vestigation the issue of whether the arbitrator firm’s past adversarial relationship was “substantial” was in-
stead left to the discretion of a randomly assigned judicial officer. The lesson learned is to maintain control
of the situation by specifically asking the proposed arbitrator, particularly in binding arbitrations, to dis-
close all present and past “work” they’ve performed involving your client. So you can then evaluate the
facts to determine whether the relationship was truly adverse, trivial or substantial, according to your stan-
dards and comfort level and not leave it for a random court to decide.

_ TRWA =
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Chapter 1 2009 Education Schedule

IRWA Course Date Location Coordinator/Facilitator

100 — Principles of Land Acquisition 2/2t02/5| Sempra/ | Craig/Ralph Brown, SRWA
Downey

200 — Principles of RE Negotiations 3/9 and 3/10 | Port of LA Ken/Ralph Brown, SRWA

SR/WA review study session 4/1to 4/3 | Sempra/ | Mark/Ralph Brown, SRWA
Downey

506 — Advance Business Relocation 4/61t04/7 | Sempra/ Kirk/William Von Klug,
Downey SRWA, R/W-RAC

401 — Appraisals of Partial Acquisition 9/14t09/18 | Port of LA Ken/Ralph Brown, SRWA

205 — Bargaining Negotiations 10/51t010/6 | Sempra/ Kirk/Ralph Brown, SRWA
Downey

900 — Principles of RE Engineering 10/29 to 10/30 MTA | Diane/Ralph Brown, SRWA

Buildit. Growit. Fightit. | eadit.
Defendit. Change Iit. Solveit.

Closeit. Protectit. VVIN It

MAKING IT HAPPEN.

Right-to-take challenges. Valuation disputes. Relocation issues.
Business goodwill negotiations. Pre-condemnation delay claims.

No matter what your it is, Nossaman gets results. Rely on a law firm
R that understands your eminent domain issues and delivers effective

AN FRAGEIREG solutions. You define success. Together, we make it happen.
ORANGE COUNTY
SACRAMENTO Check our record: www.nossaman.com/eminentdomain

WASHINGTON, DC

AN m NOSSAMAN ur

SEATTLE

nossaman.com

_ IRWA =
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OPPORTUNITIES

IRWA Events

Sponsorship Opportunities at
the Region 1 Spring Forum

April 3-4, 2009

Chapter 1 is hosting the IRWA
Region 1 Leadership Spring
Forum that will be held at the
Hilton Universal City, in Los An-
geles CA.

For more information for this
opportunity, you may contact
Vivian Howell @ (310) 417-
0450.

Two (2) volunteers needed to
staff the IRWA Booth at the Ur-
ban Land Institute’s Marketplace
2009 to be held at the Los Ange-
les Convention Center (for infor-
mation on the event go to web-
site www.uli-la.org/
urbanmarketplace/)

When: March 18, 2009 from
9:30AM to 1:00PM.

Contact Andrew Thompson, SRWA,
at (213) 244-5032.

Get involved with the Chapter!

Are you wondering how to become
more involved? Well there are
always opportunities and we invite
you to look over the 2009 Board of
Directors’ Roster at the end of this
newsletter. Contact any of the
Chairs to lend your assistance and
perhaps even volunteer as a
speaker at one of the three semi-
nars: Valuation, Law, or the Fall
Education Seminar.

Helix Water District (HWD), La Mesa CA

Local Agencies

$5,455 - $6,963/ month

O - .
t,/,//l/l//(l/ »/(////f'/'//r///(f///l/

s .=y
‘Cducalion Conference

W/eé/"d/('/(y V) ////(’(Ua 17

-/()/(4'(///(%)/«//?), Fndiana

. ﬁ;//(‘ 2(5)7 z(/y 7/

Senior Right-of-Way Agent / Environmental Analyst

Open Until Filled

An Advanced technical nonexempt class. Under direction, plans, coordinates, & participates in a
variety of professional and technical activities associated with the acquisition, management and
disposition of rights-of-way and fee property for waterworks facilities; coordinates & partici-
pates in activities to ensure HWD’s compliance with applicable environmental regulations; & per-

forms related duties as assigned.

For More Information
Go to www.hwd.com

or Telephone (619) 667-6281

4

~
l.“. Gary Valentine, MAI, ASA, SR/WA
S
..Ilil 23942 Lyors Avenue, Suite 212
§ Sarta Clarita, California 91321
) eCanals eEasments
Valentine eElectrical eEminent Domain
Appraisal & eLines eExpert Testimony
Associates eFiber Optics elnverse Condemnations
ePipelines ePartial Taking
ociesitied eRailroads eSandwich Leasehold
Caommercial
bl il Phone: 661-288-0198
Residentia) Fax: 661-288-0197
Right of Way E-mail : gsvi@valentineappraisal .com
4

ul

4

CALIFORNIA

EMINENT[)OMAIN

LAW GROUP
a Professional Corporation—Attorneys at Law

www.caledlaw.com

3429 Ocean View Blvd.
Suite L

Glendale, California 91208
A

A.J. Hazarabedian
ajh@caledlaw.com

tel (866) EM-DOMAIN
tel (818) 957-0477
fax (818) 957-3477

=
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Real Estate - Furniture, Fixtures & Equipment « Goodwill

Eminent Domain = Partial and Full Takes = Easements = Municipal Bond Appraisals
Fair Market Lease Rates « Litigation and Expert Witness Support

VALUE
ERS

605 W, Olympic Blvd., #820, Los Angeles, CA 90015 « 866-256-9300 « fax 213-532-3807 « www.btiappraisal.com

This is not an unsolicited e-mail or spam message. You are receiving this e-mail because you are listed
as requesting the IRWA Chapter 1 Newsletter by e-mail. To cancel your e-mail subscription to the IRWA
Chapter 1 Newsletter, please notify us at the following email address: vhowell@lawa.org

DVEEA

Aaron D. Amster, ASA
President

Desmond, Marcello & Amster
Valuation & Litigation Consultants

6060 Center Drive, Suite 825
Los Angeles, CA 90045

Tel : (310) 216-1400

Fax: (310) 216-0800

Toll Free: (888) 240-5184

225 Bush Street, 16th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94104
Tel : (415) 439-8390

E-mail: aamster@dmavalue.com

- IRWA =

g
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Find us on the Web!

www.irwa-hapterl.org

IRWA Chapter 1
2009 Officers and Executive Board

Fresident and international
Director

Vivian Howell,

SRWA, RIW-RAC, RI'W-NAC
Los Angeles World Airports
William Larsen

310-417-0450 vhowelli@lawa org

Fresident-Elect, Infsrnational

Director & 20059 Tri-Chapter 515-583-7199 X19

Luncheon Ligison

Integra Realty Rescurces

wiarsendhim.com

Treasurer Konstantin Akhrem
-379- fparagon .
Paragon Partners, Ltd. T14-379-3375 kakhremi@paragon-partners.com
Secreta David Graeler, Esq.
SeCrEEyY avic brasier £54 213-812-7500 dgraelenfinossaman. com
MNossaman LLP
Frofessional Development Michael Popwell, SRIWA
Community Redevelopment Agency - City 213-6977-2620 mpopwell@cra.laciby.on
of L&
Nominations and Awards Andrew Thompson, SR/WA - -
Southern Califomia Gas Company 213-244-3032 athompson@semprautilities.com
2009 APPOINTED BOARD CHAIRS
Education Keith Dang, MAI, SRWA, Co-Chair 310-378-0309 afivaluation@ac].com
AF1 Valuation Grouwp, Inc.
Tom Hanley, P.E., SRWA, Co-Chair 714-379-3376 X284  |thanle: aragon-pariners. com
FParagon Partners
EngineenngsSuney Art Cordero, PLS, SRAWA

City of Loz Angeles

213-482-7192

apcor? Safyahoo. com

Environmental

Mohammed Estiri, Ph.D
Eeco & Associates, Inc.

714-289-0953

mestir@@ecoinc.info

Fall Seminar
October 20, 2009

David Graeler, Esq., Co-Chair
MNossaman LLP

Kelly Kitasato, Co-Chair
City of Pazadena

G26-T44-T356

kkitasato@cityofpasadena.net

Hisforan

Heather Riggs
Riggs & Riggs, Inc.

B05-578-2400

hnriggsdsbeqlobal net

Right A Way and the Law
Seminar

Michael Yoshiba, Esq., Co-Chair
Richards, Watson & Gershon

213-626-8483

myoshibaf@rweglaw.com

May 19, 2009

John E. Mackel, 1ll, Esq. - Co-Chair 213-624-8407 JMackel@ODSFFIRM.COM

Demetriou, Del Guercio, Springer &

Francis, LLP
Law Michael Yoshiba, Esq. 213-626-3484 myoshibafrwglaw. com

Richards, Watzon & Gershon
Ligison Holly Rockwell, SEAWA, RIW-RAC . i

Epic Land Solutions 310-626-4545 hrockwell@epicland.com
Luncheon Aaran Aftergut - Chair §18-593-7200 ¥18  |aafterqutirr.com

Integra Realty Rescurces - Los Angeles

Heather Riggs - Assist to Chair 818-578-2400 hnriggssbeglobal.net

Cheryl DeMucci - Advisor to Chair 3M10-626-4549 CDEMUCCIiepicland.com
Membership Dan Kazden :

Riggs & Rigge, Inc. 805-575-2400 X104 |dankazdeni@sbeglobal net
Newsletter Editor Matalie Michelson .

JP Studios, Inc. B18-634-6932 aunitalieefacl com
Fipeling Gary Valentine, SRAWA, MAI . i .

Valentine Appraisal & Associates B51-288-0198 svilivalentineappraisal.com
Property Duncan Robb, SRAWA, ‘W - AMC . i
Management MTA - Retired S09-627-2550 duncany@imsn.conm
Relfocafion Dionisio (Dio) Marquez fa - e L P

. . -0Ea-a0 L 210, 3

De! Richardson and Associates 310-845-3729 X226 | dionisio.marguez@drainc.com

Titie Teri Kortens

310-210-6741 cel

Teri_kortens@verizon net

Valuation Ssminar
April 21, 2009

William Larsen
Integra Realty Rescurces

B15-583-7199 X189

wiarsendhim com

Webmaster

Mark Brusca
Riggs & Riggs, Inc.

505-573-2400 X105

markbrusca@fsbcglobal.net

IRWA : CONNECTING LAND ACQUISITION PROFESSIONALS
_ IRWA =
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Epic Land Solutions, Inc. is a full-service Right of Way/ Real Property consulting firm whose purpose is to acquire

and manage real property interests for clients who need to construct and maintain infrastructure facilities.

.

Services
© ROW Project Management € Franchising/Permitting © Appraisal Review
© Negotiation and Acquisition € Asset Management © Feasibility/Cost Studies
© Relocation Assistance © Right of Entry Permits © Community Outreach
© Property Management © Database Development & Mgmt € Utility Coordination/Relocation
© Relocation Impact Reports € Title Examination © Escrow & Legal Support
© Site/Route Selection € Appraisal © Clearance & Demolition
© GIS Support Services © Excess Land Disposal Services
Los Angeles Riverside San Diego Portland
2601 Airport Drive 3850 Vine Street 2815 Camino Del Rio South 9600 SW Oak Street
Suite 115 Suite 200 Suite 245 Suite 570
Tomance, CA 90505 Riverside, CA 92507 San Diego, CA 92108 Portland, OR 97223
Phone: 310-626-4848 Phone: 951-321-1800 Phone: 619-822-2763 Phone: 503-244-0626
Fax: 310-891-3348 Fax: 951-321-1836 Fax: 619-574-2667 Fax: 503-244-0627

www.EpicLand.com

Building relationships,

RIGHT-OF-WAY & delivering projects.

LAND ACQUISITION —
® SERVICES Land & Right of Way Acquisition

Planning & Project Management

SERVICES

Permit & Franchise Acquisition - Project el ) Relocafiarsi St
Management Utility Coordination

Property Negotiations & Acquisition - Title ez [T)  Project Cost Studies
Research & Investigation | L Eminent Domain Support

Preparation of Legal Descriptions & Ex-

Overland, Pacific & Cutler, Inc.
SPEC Services, Inc. 800.400.7356

www.OPCservices.com
17101 Bushard St., Fountain Valley, CA 92708-

2833
Tel: (714) 963-8077, ext. 4132

Benefit from the strength of our experience

and the commitment of our people
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