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President’s Message
Hello Chapter 1 Members,

make it convenient for you to attend. To kick off these changes, our
first event will be a happy hour on
September 27, 2018 at 5:30pm in
Downtown Los Angeles, followed by
our first breakfast event in Long
Beach in October, 2018 at The Reef.
Please look for our emails and check
the “Events” page on our website
http://irwa1.org/events/ for more
information and to register to attend
one of our upcoming events.

With summer nearing its end and
fall on the horizon, I hope you have
all had an opportunity to take time
off and enjoy friends and family.
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It’s been a busy and exciting few
months for Chapter 1. At the May
2018 luncheon, the chapter held its
annual elections and new officers
were sworn in by outgoing President, Ray Mehler, to lead Chapter 1
for the 2018/2019 fiscal year. I’m
thankful for the opportunity and
honored to be serving as your incoming President. I’m also very
fortunate to be serving alongside
some of the Right of Way industry’s
best in Natasa Lenic who will serve
as Chapter 1’s President-Elect, Ann
Kulikoff as Treasurer, and Craig
Justesen as Secretary.
We are very excited about the future
of Chapter 1 and have many changes in store for the upcoming year.
Natasa, Ann, Craig and I, as well as
the newly appointed Committee
Chairs who serve on Chapter 1’s
Board, have already met several
times to plan the remainder of the
fiscal year. We have an energetic
bunch with fresh ideas and we are
all looking forward to engaging with
our members, providing opportunities for professional growth through
our education seminars and classes,
and putting on various events
providing new opportunities to
socialize and network.
But before we get the new IRWA year
off to a start, I want to recognize
and thank my predecessor, Ray
Mehler and the 2017/2018 Chapter
1 Board, for an outstanding job
leading Chapter 1. In 2017/2018,
among other things, Chapter 1

Artin Shaverdian, Ch. 1 President
hosted one of the most successful
Tri-Chapter luncheons at the Peterson Automotive Museum, and put
on multiple education courses,
including a successful Fall and
Spring Seminar. Additionally, under
Ann Kulikoff’s direction, Chapter 1
revamped its website, which was
recently awarded “Website of the
Year” by the International Right of
Way Association at the Annual International Education Conference in
Edmonton, Canada. Congratulations
to Ray and everyone at Chapter 1 for
a successful year. I am looking
forward to continuing the Chapter’s
success.
As for what the future holds, sticking to our promise to make changes,
Chapter 1 is ditching luncheons for
breakfasts, and adding happy hours
to our slate of regular events. We’re
also changing venues and plan to
host our breakfast and happy hour
events at various locations around
town. We are hopeful that the
change in time and the rotating
venues will keep it exciting and

In addition to our breakfast and
happy hour events, we have a great
lineup of education courses and
seminars scheduled for the year.
Our Education Chair, Alexandra
Nguyen-Rivera, has been hard at
work scheduling various courses.
You can find a list of our current
offerings on our website at http://
irwa1.org/courses/. Our popular
Valuation Seminar, chaired by Bill
Larsen, is scheduled for February
12, 2019, with an amazing slate of
speakers. It’s sure to be a sell-out,
so be sure to save the date and
register early.
Finally, we’re always looking to hear
from our members and welcome any
and all new ideas or comments, so
please don’t hesitate to approach
any one of us at any of our upcoming events, or send me an email at
ashaverdian@nossaman.com.
I look forward to seeing you at one
of our upcoming events.
Artin Shaverdian
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Newsletter Chair’s Message

David Williams,
Newsletter Chair

Summer has definitely arrived
and, with it, a new president
and board at Chapter 1. Our
kick-off event was the past
president’s lunch on July 17th
and the board is hard at work
lining up events throughout
the year.
Speaking of, in my year as
Newsletter Chair (which is
also my first year as a member), I have been highly impressed by the amount of
effort and energy that goes
on behind the scenes at
Chapter 1. The board and
other members really work to
make this the best organization it can be in all areas of
professional
development.

This includes a designation
path and organizing courses
to support it. It also includes
organizing
seminars
and
informative member meetings throughout the year,
providing an excellent venue
for networking and the building of friendships with peers,
potential employers and service providers.
The website, regular emails,
and the newsletter, ensure
that the membership is kept
informed of these opportunities, and the Professional
Development
Committee
administers scholarships for
courses to minimize financial
hardship when it comes to

Do you have an article to submit?
We welcome pieces on IRWA matters.
Please contact David, Williams, Newsletter Chair,
at newsletter@IRWA1.org

professional advancement.
Operating quietly behind all
this is the business side, ensuring that Chapter 1’s assets,
inflows and outflows are prudently managed.
And, it all comes together with
energetic leadership from the
chapter president.
I dedicate this issue of the
newsletter to all in Chapter 1
who set such a high bar for
service, who do it smilingly
week after week with no
thought for praise, providing
all these opportunities and
making our chapter a warm
and welcoming place.
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May Elections Lunch
Our May lunch covered a lot
of territory, celebrating
achievements, acknowledging
Chapter 1’s sponsors and
swearing in the elected officials for the 2018/2019 year.
Held at Luminarias Restaurant in Monterey Park, the
packed event started off by
formally awarding Doug
Harman his SR/WA achievement, which required 216
hours of courses over 5
years.
As part of the annual event,
Chapter 1 also awarded the
following:
Large Employer of the
Year: Metropolitan Water
District – MWD contributed
heavily in the past fiscal year

included hosting Chapter 1sponsored courses, cosponsoring a ROW industry
outreach event to college
students with the IRWA
Young Professionals group,
maintaining 13 Chapter 1
memberships, including five
designated IRWA members;
and providing Chapter 1 seminars.
Small Employer of the
Year: LA County Department
of Public Works (Real Estate
Group) -- DPW Real Estate
Group has regularly participated in chapter events and
has provided some of its
team members in chapter
leadership roles and volunteering.

Professional of the Year:
Konstantin Akhrem – for his
industrious service as Fall Seminar Chair.
And finally, the new elected
officials for the 2018/2019 year
were sworn in: Artin Shaverdian, president; Natasa Lenic,
president-elect; Ann Kulikoff,
treasurer; and Craig Justeson,
secretary.
Congratulations to all for your
achievements!

Large Employer of the Year:
Metropolitan Water District

Professional of the Year:
Konstantin Akhrem

Small Employer of the Year:
LA County Department of Public Works (Real Estate Group)

Ray Mehler, Past President; Artin Shaverdian, President;
Natasa Lenic, President-elect; Ann Kulikoff, Treasurer
and Craig Justeson, Secretary
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Edmonton Education Conference
At least 9 Chapter 1 members traveled to Alberta, Canada for the 64th
International Education Conference.
Chapter 1 was honored with an international award for the second consecutive year, winning Website of the
Year. President Ray Mehler received
the award on behalf of Webmaster
Ann Kulikoff and responded that the
chapter’s objective was to make

irwa1.org a “one-stop spot” for all
Chapter 1 activities. (See separate
article in this issue!) International
Directors Diane Dominguez and Ray
Mehler voted on the several IRWA
motions which resulted in the elections of International Officers Jeff
Jones as President, Aimee Mims as
President-Elect, Sharon Slauenwhite
as Vice President, Jacob Farrell as

Ray Mehler on stage at International Education Conference

Treasurer and James Olschewski as
Secretary. Many members traveled
to Banff and Jasper National Parks in
the Canadian Rockies before and
after the conference, enjoying beautiful vistas and glaciers. Next year’s
conference will be closer to home in
Portland!

Chapter 1 members at Education Conference

IRWA Awards Chapter 1 Website of the Year!
The IRWA International Nominations
and Elections Committee awarded
Website of the Year to Chapter 1 at
the International Education Conference in Edmonton, AB, Canada!
Chapter 1 edged out fellow nominees Portland/Salem Chapter 3 and
Sacramento Chapter 27. President
Ray Mehler received the award on
behalf of Chapter 1, and was interviewed onstage by Edmonton television newscaster Carrie Doll who
emceed the awards ceremony. He
mentioned the chapter’s effort to
make its website into a “One Stop
Spot” for all local and international
right of way news, and cited its re-

cent success in implementing online
payment for its seminars and luncheons. He thanked Webmaster Ann
Kulikoff, who was unable to attend
the conference.
Upon learning of the award, Ann
Kulikoff stated, “It’s an honor to
have won IRWA Website of the Year. I
enjoyed working with John Lay our
web
designer
and
Konstantin
Akhrem on creating a new, sleek, &
user-friendly website. I was pleased
with the end result and grateful that
Chapter 1 received the award. Also
appreciated the support Nick Szamet, our new Chapter 1 Webmaster,
provided this past year with updates
& maintenance of the website.”

Karen Williams of Phoenix Chapter
28 and Nick Von Gymnich of San
Diego Chapter 11 separately mentioned that their chapters have studied and appreciated Chapter 1’s
website and plan to incorporate
some of its architecture.
Congratulations Chapter 1!

Ray Mehler accepts the Website of the Year
Award on behalf of Chapter 1
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Upcoming Chapter 1 Education
Course No.

Days

Begin

102

1

20-Sep

20-Sep Elevating Your Ethical Awareness

MWD - Union Station

James A. Olschewski

600

1

10-Oct

10-Oct Environmental Awareness

Public Works -Alhambra

Fred Walasavage

700

2

7-Nov

8-Nov Intro to Property Management

MTA - Union Station

Ken Stansberry

215

2

14-Nov 15-Nov ROW Acquisition for Pipeline Projects

MWD - Union Station

Fred Clark

603

1

6-Dec Understanding Environmental Contamination in Real Estate

Public Works -Alhambra

Fred Walasavage

6-Dec

End

Course Name

Location

Instructor

901

1

10-Jan

10-Jan Engineering Plan Development & Application

Public Works -Alhambra

Laura Slye

803

2

20-Feb

21-Feb Eminent Domain Law Basics

MTA - Union Station

Darryl Root

902

1

28-Feb

28-Feb Property Descriptions

MWD - Union Station

Laura Slye

800

2

11-Apr

12-Apr Principles of Real Estate Law

MTA - Union Station

Darryl Root

403

1

9-May

9-May Easement Valuation

Public Works -Alhambra

Larry Castellanos

200

2

19-Jun

20-Jun Principles of Real Estate Negotiation

MWD - Union Station

Faith Roland

Upcoming Meetings—Save the Date
One of the top benefits of being a Chapter 1 member is superior networking opportunities for both clients and vendors
alike, as well as making new friendships. This year, we are changing things up by hosting events at the beginning and end
of the work day, rather than lunches. The following breakfast meetings with guest speakers have been put on the books:
October 2018 at The Reef in Long Beach. Date and speaker to be determined.
1/17/19 in Downtown Los Angeles, venue and speaker to be determined
The Happy Hours are as follows:
9/27/18 in Downtown Los Angeles, venue to be determined
1/10/19 in Long Beach, venue to be determined
Emails will be sent out to chapter members once the venues have been confirmed. Please also check the irwa1.org website
as the information will also be posted there.

Upcoming Events
September 20, 2018

IRWA Pipeline Committee Meeting in Park City, UT

October 18, 2018

Chapter 44 - 2018 Fall Forum Education Seminar in Las Vegas, NV
The Past, Present & Future of Water in Southern Nevada (see Pages 16-17 for more info)

October 19, 2018

Chapter 44 - Course 102: Elevating Your Ethical Awareness in Las Vegas, NV (see Page 18)

October 20, 2018

2018 Region 1 Fall Forum in Las Vegas, NV (see Page 19)

November 5, 2018

Chapter 57 - Course 421: The Valuation of Partial Acquisitions in Corona, CA (see Page 15)

December 11, 2018

2018 Tri-Chapter Luncheon at Angel Stadium in Anaheim, CA (see Page 14)

February 12, 2019

2019 Valuation Seminar at Quiet Cannon Restaurant in Montebello, CA (see Page 13)
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Professional Development Commi ee Highlights
Congratula ons to the following Chapter 1 members on their creden aling accomplishments:
Doug Harman, SR/WA
Doug has been employed with Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts in the Property
Management Section since March 2010 and was promoted to Real Property Agent II in
August 2014 where he performs a wide variety of duties related to right-of-way projects.
He studied Business Administration at the University of Utah in Salt Lake City and received
his Bachelor of Science in Business Administration from California State University, Long
Beach in 2004. He was awarded his SR/WA designation in April 2018.

April Harvey, SR/WA
April is the ROW Manger of Crimson Pipeline (CP) a company in the business of acquiring
and improving the operations of crude oil pipeline systems in the California and Louisiana
Markets. April has over twenty-two (22) years of real estate experience collecting, preparing and interpreting data with respects to real estate research, transportation, acquisition,
eminent domain, wireless, escrow, management and project support atmospheres which
include the preparation of various real estate documents. April has held numerous real
estate positions in the State of California, Louisiana and Texas. April attended California
State University Long Beach (CSULB), Cerritos College studying Business Administration
with a minor in Real Estate and Finance. She holds a California real estate sales person
license since 1996, her registrant real estate agent license in the state of Texas and has
achieved the professional achievement of SR/WA designation with the International Right
of Way Association in June of 2018.
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Professional Development Commi ee Highlights (con nued)
Congratula ons to the following Chapter 1 members on their creden aling accomplishments:

Cordelia Cisneros, RWP
Cordelia is the Senior ROW Coordinator of Crimson Pipeline (CP) a company based in the
California and Louisiana market focused on acquiring and improving the operations of
crude oil pipeline systems. Cordelia has over five (5) years of real estate experience collecting, preparing and interpreting real estate data in the transportation and pipeline
business. Cordelia attended Santa Fe High School and Cerritos College studying Business
Administration. She holds a California real estate sales person license since 2013, her
registrant real estate agent license in the state of Texas and has achieved the professional
designation of RWP with the International Right of Way Association in June of 2018.

Alex Berberian, RWA
Alex has been with Southern California Edison for nearly 3 years and is now a Land Services Assistant/Agent 2 within the Land Management department. He is also an MBA student at Cal Poly Pomona, where he graduated summa cum laude with a B.S. in Business
Administration/ Management & Human Resources. Alex possesses a real estate license,
CAPM credential and is working toward his appraiser trainee certificate. He previously
worked as a legal assistant, served as Director of Finance of one of Cal Poly's Student
Government Councils and interned within SCE’s Grid Interconnection and Distribution
Contract management groups. Alex has been awarded the RWA designation with the
International Right of Way Association in June of 2018.

Jesse Or z, R/W‐RAC
Jesse is an experienced acquisition and relocation professional who has been involved
in virtually all types of right-of-way projects. Ortiz has worked at Epic Land Solutions for
nine years, is a licensed real estate salesperson in California and is a notary public. He
has provided expert testimony for relocation and goodwill settlements, is fluent in
Spanish, and diligently works to advance client interests.

SR/WA Recer fica on:



Mark Brusca, SR/WA, Riggs & Riggs, Inc.



Natasa Lenic, SR/WA, LACAL Consulting Inc.



Marilyn Stuart, SR/WA, PDC Chair
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Here is your FREE COURSE VOUCHER for the 2018/2019 Fiscal Year!
All Chapter 1 Members are eligible to take a
FREE 1-day Chapter 1 sponsored classroom course through June 30, 2019

This is a wonderful opportunity for all Chapter 1 members to help you fulfill your IRWA educational requirements
for certifications, SR/WA designation, or to receive continuing education credit. Please check the chapter course
listing in this newsletter to make plans to enroll in courses you need and take advantage of the free 1-day course
credit.
How do you use the Free Course voucher? All you need to do is contact the course coordinator of any Chapter 1
sponsored class to register. You will send a copy of the voucher to the PDC Chair for authorization, then send your
registration form and voucher to the course coordinator. If you haven't redeemed your voucher yet, feel free to use
the copy of the voucher provided below for your convenience.
Your voucher can be redeemed for a free 1-day Chapter 1 sponsored IRWA class or equivalent credit if applied to the
tuition of a multiple day class. The Chapter 1 Professional Development Committee can help you develop a plan to
reach your professional goals leading to the prestigious SR/WA designation or a specialist certification.
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Important News From the Professional Development Commi ee
New IRWA Creden aling Program
Get Creden aled in INDUSTRY
h p://www.irwaonline.org/eweb/dynamicpage.aspx?
webcode=irwa_industry

Get Creden aled in SPECIALTY
h p://www.irwaonline.org/eweb/dynamicpage.aspx?
webcode=specialist

IRWA's new creden aling program consists of FOUR PATHWAYS
that you can choose from to obtain your SR/WA designa on
depending on what industry experience you have or want to
pursue:
‐ OIL & GAS
‐ TRANSPORTATION
‐ ELECTRIC & UTILITIES
‐ GENERALIST

You may also access informa on on how to obtain one of the
specialty cer fica ons:
‐ R/W‐AC Appraisal Cer fica on
‐ R/W‐AMC Asset/Property Management Cer fica on
‐ R/W‐NAC Nego a on and Acquisi on Cer fica on
‐ R/W‐RAC Reloca on Assistance Cer fica on
‐ R/W‐URAC Uniform Act Cer fica on
‐ Appraisal Cross Cer fica on

Select an industry and go through the three simple steps:
LEARN, QUALIFY & CERTIFY

Do you have ques ons about IRWA cer fica ons or which courses you should take to reach your goals?
Feel free to contact one of the Professional Development Commi ee Chairs listed below for more informa on
about the IRWA Professional Career Path programs or for ques ons about the scholarship program, requirements
needed to a ain your specific goals for professional development or are interested in having a mentor to guide you
through your professional educa onal path. We’re here to assist you!
Marilyn Stuart, PDC Chair marilyn.stuart.lb@gmail.com ‐ (702) 250‐2865
Gus Parcero, PDC Co‐Chair augusto.parcero@lacity.org ‐ (213) 485‐5775
Michael Popwell, PDC Co‐Chair michael@mpopwell.com ‐ (323) 874‐2384
Joyce Riggs, PDC Co‐Chair jlriggs@sbcglobal.net – (805)578‐2400
Andrew Thompson, PDC Co‐Chair athompson@semprau li es.com ‐ (213) 244‐5032
Gary Valen ne, PDC Co‐Chair gsv@valen neappraisal.com ‐ (661) 288‐0198
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Outgoing President’s Message
A moment of reflection on a year
passed…It’s hard to believe that this
year as your Chapter 1 president has
passed so quickly. I sincerely hope
you enjoyed this year as much as I
did. We had tremendous success in
our three major events: Fall Seminar
on Right of Way Delivery Processes,
TriChapter at the Petersen Museum,
and the ever-popular Valuation Seminar. We tried a new luncheon format
with a panel discussion on the current issue of how agencies are responding to the increasing prevalence of Homeless Encampments.
I am extremely grateful to our very
active Board, which included two key
Young Professionals:
Alexandra
Nguyen-Rivera as Education Chair
and David Williams as Newsletter
Chair, and excellent support from

Membership Chair Diane Dominguez
(31 new members!), retiring Luncheon Co-Chair Maria Garcia, PDC Marilyn Stuart (2 new SR/WAs!), Webmaster Ann Kulikoff (International Website of the Year!), Valuation Seminar
Chair Bill Larsen (over 100 attendees!), Fall Seminar Chair Konstantin Akhrem (nearly 100 attendees!), and sage counsel from
officers Artin Shaverdian and Natasa
Lenic, and Past Presidents Darryl
Root and Bill Larsen.
I am also extremely grateful to our
sponsors, some of whom contributed much and almost all of whom
contributed something. Each sponsorship was key to our success this
year and Chapter 1 was pleased to
be able to offer a material contribution at the Education Conference to

the Right of Way Education Fund
which revamps our courses to meet
our evolving needs. Chapter 1 enjoyed excellent attendance at many
of our courses, and the Board has
approved nearly 50% more courses
this coming year. Do continue to
work toward your credentials; there
is a good chance you won’t need to
travel far to take your next class!
I look forward to my new duties as
the chapter’s Immediate Past President and as Region 1’s SecretaryTreasurer. I expect to continue enjoying our luncheons, seminars and
serving our chapter in the coming
years.
Thank you for a great year—you
deserve it!
Ray Mehler, SR/WA, R/W-RAC, PMP
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Past Presidents Luncheon (LA to Host Education Conference in 2023?)
New President Artin Shaverdian
opened the Chapter 1 2018-2019
fiscal year with the Past Presidents
Luncheon on July 17 at Tamayo Restaurant and Art Gallery. About three
dozen Presidents from the past 30
years attended, including Gary Peck,
our 1989 President.
Dan Stekol,
Senior Vice President of International
Relations was the luncheon speaker.

He proposed that Chapter 1 consider
hosting the 2023 Education Conference. Questions offered by the audience indicated potential support for
this important undertaking.
Dan
pointed out that Chapter 1 holds the
unique position as the first chapter
of IRWA, and it would seem appropriate that Los Angeles host on
IRWA’s 80th anniversary.

(In a subsequent meeting, the Chapter 1 Board voted in favor of forming
an exploratory committee.)
Artin
presented outgoing President Ray
Mehler with a plaque in recognition
of outstanding service as president.

Chapter 1 Newsletter

Third Quarter 2018

If you are a legal expert in ROW and wish to submit an
article, please contact David, Williams, Newsletter Chair,
at newsletter@IRWA1.org
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